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1. Migration to India:

● The Sakas began migrating from Central Asia into northwest India around the

2nd century BCE.

● They initially settled in the regions of present-day Pakistan and northwestern

India.

2. Sakas in Indian History:

● The Sakas established several small kingdoms in the northwestern part of the

Indian subcontinent.

● They were known for their military prowess and horsemanship.

● The Sakas ruled over parts of the Indian subcontinent during different periods.

3. Major Saka Kingdoms:

● One of the most significant Saka kingdoms in India was the Western

Kshatrapas, centered around Gujarat and Saurashtra.

● The Western Kshatrapas were known for their long reign and cultural

contributions.

4. Administration and Culture:

● The Sakas adopted and adapted to Indian culture and administration.

● They issued coins with bilingual inscriptions in Greek and Prakrit.

● The Sakas played a role in the transmission of Greek and Central Asian artistic

styles to India.

5. Art and Architecture:

● Saka rulers patronized Buddhist, Hindu, and Jain religious institutions.

● Buddhist cave complexes, such as the Kanheri Caves in Maharashtra, received

support during the Saka period.

6. Decline:

● The Sakas faced competition and conflicts with other regional powers,

including the Satavahanas and the Kushans.
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● Over time, they lost control over their territories in India.

7. Legacy:

● The Sakas left a cultural and historical imprint on the regions where they

settled.

● Their presence contributed to the cultural and artistic syncretism in ancient

India.

● They also left behind valuable inscriptions and coins, providing insights into

their history.
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