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The Gandhi-Irwin Pact, also known as the Delhi Pact, was an agreement reached between

Mahatma Gandhi, the leader of the Indian National Congress, and Lord Irwin, the then

Viceroy of India, in March 1931. The pact marked a significant development in India's

struggle for independence and contributed to the larger political process. Here are the key

features and consequences of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact:

Background:

1. Civil Disobedience Movement: Mahatma Gandhi had launched the Civil

Disobedience Movement in 1930 as a protest against the oppressive salt tax and other

unjust colonial policies. The movement involved nonviolent resistance and acts of civil

disobedience.

2. Arrests and Repression: As part of the Civil Disobedience Movement, many

Indians, including Mahatma Gandhi, were arrested and imprisoned by the British

colonial authorities. The movement led to widespread protests and unrest across India.

Key Features:

1. Dialogue between Gandhi and Irwin: Recognizing the need for a political solution

to the ongoing unrest, Mahatma Gandhi sought negotiations with the British

government to address the demands of the Civil Disobedience Movement. Viceroy Lord

Irwin agreed to engage in talks.

2. Aim of the Pact: The primary aim of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was to end the Civil

Disobedience Movement and secure the release of political prisoners, including

Mahatma Gandhi.

3. Key Provisions:

○ The British government agreed to release political prisoners arrested during the

Civil Disobedience Movement.

○ The Indian National Congress agreed to suspend the Civil Disobedience

Movement and participate in the Second Round Table Conference in London,

which was aimed at discussing constitutional reforms for India.

○ The British government promised to grant concessions regarding the salt tax and

restrictions on the production and sale of salt.

Consequences and Impact:

1. Release of Political Prisoners: One of the immediate outcomes of the

Gandhi-Irwin Pact was the release of political prisoners, including Mahatma Gandhi,

which was seen as a victory for the Indian independence movement.
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2. Participation in the Second Round Table Conference: The Indian National

Congress agreed to participate in the Second Round Table Conference in London in

1931. However, the talks did not lead to any significant breakthrough or agreement, and

the negotiations ultimately failed.

3. Mixed Impact: The pact had a mixed impact on the political climate. While it led to

the release of political leaders, it also created divisions within the Indian National

Congress and raised questions about the effectiveness of negotiations with the British

government.

4. Resumption of Civil Disobedience: Following the unsuccessful Second Round

Table Conference and the failure to achieve meaningful reforms, the Civil Disobedience

Movement was resumed in India in 1932.

5. Towards Independence: The Gandhi-Irwin Pact is seen as a step in the broader

political process that eventually led to India's independence in 1947. It highlighted the

importance of dialogue and negotiations in the struggle for freedom.

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact represented a temporary truce in the ongoing civil disobedience and

protest activities. While it did not result in immediate, significant political concessions, it

marked a significant phase in the negotiation and dialogue between Indian leaders and the

British colonial authorities. It also highlighted the strength of nonviolent resistance as a

powerful tool in the fight for independence.
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