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The Bardoli Satyagraha, also known as the Bardoli Campaign, was a nonviolent resistance

movement led by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in the Bardoli taluka (administrative division) of

Gujarat, India. It took place in 1928, and it is one of the most iconic episodes in India's

struggle for independence. Here are the key features and consequences of the Bardoli

Satyagraha:

Background:

1. Economic Hardships: The Bardoli region, like many other parts of India, was

reeling under the burden of oppressive taxation and land revenue policies imposed by

the British colonial administration. Peasants were unable to pay their land taxes, which

were often exorbitant.

2. Simon Commission: The Bardoli Satyagraha was launched in the context of

widespread protests against the Simon Commission, which had been set up by the

British government in 1927. The commission did not have any Indian representation,

which led to significant public outrage.

Key Features:

1. Leadership of Sardar Patel: Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, a prominent leader of the

Indian National Congress and later known as the "Iron Man of India," provided strong

leadership for the Bardoli Satyagraha. His steadfast commitment to nonviolent

resistance and the welfare of the peasants was instrumental in the movement's success.

2. Nonviolent Protest: The Bardoli Satyagraha was a nonviolent protest, inspired by

Mahatma Gandhi's principles of satyagraha. Peasants refused to pay the enhanced land

revenue and chose noncooperation as their method of resistance.

3. Collection of Revenue Denied: The peasants in Bardoli collectively decided to

withhold payment of the increased land revenue. This noncooperation put tremendous

pressure on the local authorities and the British administration.

4. Long Duration: The Bardoli Satyagraha lasted for six months, from February to

August 1928. Throughout this period, the peasants continued their nonviolent

resistance.

Consequences and Impact:

1. Success: The Bardoli Satyagraha achieved its primary objective. After six months of

noncooperation and growing public support, the British government agreed to suspend

the enhanced revenue assessment. The peasants' demands were met, and they were not

required to pay the additional tax.
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2. Sardar Patel's Reputation: The Bardoli Satyagraha played a significant role in

establishing Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as a key leader in the Indian freedom movement.

His leadership and success in Bardoli earned him the title of "Sardar" (leader).

3. Inspiration: The success of the Bardoli Satyagraha inspired similar movements in

other parts of India, demonstrating the effectiveness of nonviolent resistance in

achieving socio-economic and political objectives.

4. Legacy: The Bardoli Satyagraha remains an important chapter in India's fight for

independence. It showcased the potential of peaceful noncooperation in challenging

unjust policies.

The Bardoli Satyagraha is remembered as a landmark event in India's struggle for

independence, demonstrating the power of nonviolent protest in addressing socio-economic

injustices and oppressive taxation. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's role in the movement

contributed to his stature as one of India's most respected leaders, and he later played a

critical role in the integration of princely states into independent India.
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