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The Sur Dynasty, also known as the Sur Interregnum, was a short-lived Afghan dynasty that ruled parts

of northern India from 1540 to 1555. This dynasty emerged after the defeat of Humayun, the second

Mughal Emperor, at the hands of Sher Shah Suri in the Battle of Kannauj in 1540. Here are key points

about the Sur Dynasty:

1. Founding: The Sur Dynasty was founded by Sher Shah Suri, whose original name was Farid Khan.

He was an Afghan noble from Bihar and rose to prominence as a military commander.

2. Sher Shah Suri: Sher Shah Suri was a skilled military strategist and administrator. During his brief

rule, he implemented a series of reforms, including the introduction of a standardized silver coin, the

construction of a well-maintained road network (known as the Grand Trunk Road), and the

establishment of an efficient administrative system.

3. Humayun's Exile: After the defeat at the Battle of Kannauj in 1540, Humayun, the Mughal

Emperor, went into exile and sought refuge in the court of the Safavid ruler Shah Tahmasp I in Persia. He

spent several years there before returning to India to reclaim the Mughal throne.

4. Sher Shah's Death: Sher Shah Suri died in 1545, and he was succeeded by his son, Islam Shah Suri,

who ruled until his death in 1554.

5. Decline and Fragmentation: After Islam Shah's death, the Sur Dynasty faced internal conflicts and

fragmentation. Multiple claimants vied for power, weakening the dynasty's grip on northern India.

6. Return of Humayun: Taking advantage of the internal strife within the Sur Dynasty, Humayun

returned to India in 1555 and reclaimed the throne of Delhi.

7. End of the Dynasty: Humayun's return marked the end of the Sur Dynasty. His victory over

Sikandar Suri, the last Sur ruler, in the Battle of Sirhind in 1555, marked the restoration of Mughal rule in

northern India.

8. Legacy: Despite its brief rule, the Sur Dynasty left a significant impact on India. Sher Shah's

administrative reforms, particularly his road network and currency system, had a lasting influence on

later Mughal and colonial administration.

9. Architecture: The Sur Dynasty made contributions to architecture, with notable structures like the

Purana Qila (Old Fort) in Delhi, built during Sher Shah's reign.

10. Integration of Afghan Nobility: The dynasty's rule saw the integration of Afghan nobility into the

administrative and cultural fabric of India, which had a lasting impact on the region's history.

The Sur Dynasty's rule served as a bridge between the first and second phases of the Mughal Empire.

While it was relatively short-lived, it played a pivotal role in shaping administrative practices and

infrastructure in northern India, leaving a legacy that influenced subsequent rulers, including the

Mughals.
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