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The Sunga Dynasty was an ancient Indian dynasty that ruled over parts of northern India,

primarily the northern and central regions, from around 185 BCE to 73 BCE. Here are key points

about the Sunga Dynasty:

1. Establishment:

● The Sunga Dynasty was established by Pushyamitra Sunga, a Brahmin general in the

Mauryan Empire, who assassinated the last Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha, and took the

throne in 185 BCE.

● The rise of the Sungas marked the end of the Mauryan Empire, which had been established

by Chandragupta Maurya.

2. Rule and Territory:

● The Sunga Dynasty ruled over a significant part of northern India, including areas in

present-day Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and parts of central India.

● They faced challenges from external threats, particularly from the Indo-Greek Kingdoms in

the northwest.

3. Patronage of Brahmanism:

● Pushyamitra Sunga was known for his patronage of Brahmanism (Hinduism).

● His reign saw a resurgence of Brahmanical rituals and practices, and he is believed to have

persecuted Buddhists, although the extent of these actions is debated among historians.

4. Architecture and Art:

● The Sunga Dynasty made contributions to Indian art and architecture.

● They continued the tradition of rock-cut architecture, with the construction of cave

temples at Bharhut and Sanchi.

● Art during this period was influenced by earlier Mauryan and later Gandhara styles.

5. Decline:

● The Sunga Dynasty declined after the reign of Pushyamitra Sunga.

● Successive rulers were less powerful and faced threats from external invaders.

● By around 73 BCE, the Kanva Dynasty took over, marking the end of the Sunga Dynasty.

6. Significance:

● The Sunga Dynasty is important in the history of India as a transitional dynasty that

followed the Mauryas and preceded the Kanva Dynasty.
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● They played a role in shaping the cultural and political landscape of northern India during

their relatively short-lived rule.

7. Literary Contributions:

● The Sunga period saw the composition of several texts in Sanskrit, including works on

grammar and astronomy.

8. Influence on Buddhism:

● Despite the perceived persecution of Buddhism by Pushyamitra Sunga, Buddhism

continued to flourish in India and beyond during this period.

● Important Buddhist texts and inscriptions were produced during the Sunga Dynasty.
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