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Pallava Society:

1. Dynastic Origins:

○ The Pallava dynasty ruled parts of South India, primarily in the

present-day Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh regions.

○ They are believed to have originated as a feudatory of the Satavahanas

and later established their independent rule.

2. Social Structure:

○ Pallava society, like other ancient Indian societies, was hierarchical, with

a division into various social and occupational groups.

○ Brahmins held significant influence and played a crucial role in religious

and intellectual activities.

3. Economic Activities:

○ Agriculture was the primary occupation of the people in the Pallava

kingdom.

○ Trade and commerce flourished, with ports like Mamallapuram

(Mahabalipuram) serving as important trading hubs.

4. Religion and Patronage:

○ The Pallavas were staunch supporters of Hinduism.

○ They provided patronage to Hindu temples and religious institutions,

fostering the growth of temple architecture.

Pallava Architecture:

1. Dravidian Architecture:

○ The Pallavas are renowned for their contributions to Dravidian temple

architecture.

○ Their temples are characterized by distinctive features like

pyramid-shaped towers (vimanas), ornate sculptures, and elaborate

carvings.

2. Monolithic Rock-Cut Temples:

○ The Pallavas were pioneers in rock-cut architecture.

○ Mamallapuram (Mahabalipuram) is famous for its monolithic rock-cut

temples and sculptures, including the iconic "Five Rathas" and "Arjuna's

Penance."
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3. Structural Temples:

○ The Kailasanatha Temple in Kanchipuram is an excellent example of

Pallava structural temple architecture.

○ These temples have intricate carvings on the walls and elaborate entrance

gateways (gopurams).

4. Cave Temples:

○ Cave temples like those at Mamallapuram were carved out of single rocks

and featured intricate relief sculptures and carvings.

5. Influence on Later Architectural Styles:

○ Pallava architecture had a significant influence on subsequent Dravidian

architectural styles, including the Chola and Vijayanagara styles.

6. Maritime Trade and Architectural Exchange:

○ The Pallavas' engagement in maritime trade led to the exchange of

architectural ideas with Southeast Asian cultures.

○ Temples built by the Pallavas influenced temple architecture in regions

like Cambodia and Indonesia.
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