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The Non-Cooperation Movement was a significant phase in India's struggle for independence
from British colonial rule. It was a mass protest and civil disobedience campaign led by Mahatma
Gandhi and the Indian National Congress (INC). This movement aimed to peacefully resist
British authority and call for self-governance. Here are the key features and consequences of the
Non-Cooperation Movement:

Background:

e The Non-Cooperation Movement was launched in response to the Jallianwala Bagh
Massacre (1919), the repressive Rowlatt Act (1919), and other unjust British colonial
policies.

e Mahatma Gandhi, who had already gained prominence in the Indian freedom movement,
became the leading figure in the campaign.

Key Features of the Non-Cooperation Movement:

1. Nonviolent Protest: The movement was characterized by nonviolent resistance, civil
disobedience, and non-cooperation with British authorities. Gandhi advocated the
principles of "Satyagraha" (truth and nonviolence) and "Ahimsa" (nonviolence).

2. Boycott of British Goods: One of the main strategies of the movement was the boycott
of British goods, including textiles, clothing, and other products. Indians were encouraged
to use "Khadi" (homespun cloth) as a symbol of self-reliance.

3. Boycott of Educational Institutions: People were urged to boycott British-run
educational institutions, including schools, colleges, and universities. Instead, they were
encouraged to establish and attend their own schools.

4. Surrender of Titles: Indians were encouraged to surrender their titles and honors
bestowed upon them by the British government.

5. Resignation from Government Posts: Many Indians, including government officials
and employees, resigned from their government positions in a show of non-cooperation.

6. Mass Protests and Demonstrations: The movement included mass protests, strikes,
and demonstrations across India. Peaceful marches and gatherings were held to voice
Indian grievances and demands.

Consequences and Impact:

1. Mass Participation: The Non-Cooperation Movement saw the participation of millions
of Indians from various walks of life, including students, professionals, and peasants. It
became a mass movement of civil disobedience.

2. Unity and Communal Harmony: The movement promoted Hindu-Muslim unity and
communal harmony, as people from different communities came together to participate in
nonviolent protests.

LearningM antrac.Com


https://www.facebook.com/learningmantrasofficial
https://t.me/LearningMantras

Follow us on Facebook L earn ;th antrac.Com Join us on Telegram

3. British Response: The British colonial authorities responded with arrests, violence, and
repression. Many Indian leaders, including Gandhi, were imprisoned.

4. Moratorium on Civil Disobedience: In February 1922, following the Chauri Chaura
incident, where a group of protesters clashed with the police, Gandhi suspended the
Non-Cooperation Movement to prevent further violence.

5. Legacy: The Non-Cooperation Movement had a lasting impact on the Indian freedom
movement. It demonstrated the power of nonviolent resistance and civil disobedience in
challenging colonial rule.

6. Continued Struggle: The movement set the stage for future mass movements and
campaigns, including the Civil Disobedience Movement, the Quit India Movement, and
other efforts that eventually led to India's independence in 1947.

The Non-Cooperation Movement was a critical chapter in India's struggle for self-governance
and played a key role in awakening the Indian masses to the power of nonviolent protest and civil
disobedience as tools for political change. It demonstrated the unity and determination of the
Indian people in their quest for independence.
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