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The Mamluk Dynasty, also known as the Slave Dynasty, was the first of the Delhi Sultanates that
ruled over North India. It is significant for being the first Islamic dynasty to establish itself in the
Indian subcontinent. Here are key points about the Mamluk Dynasty:

1. Establishment:

e The Mamluk Dynasty was founded by Qutb-ud-din Aibak, a general of Muhammad Ghori,
in 1206 AD, after the death of Muhammad Ghori.

e The dynasty is also referred to as the "Slave Dynasty" because several of its early rulers
were former slaves or military commanders of slave origin.

2. Qutb-ud-din Aibak (1206-1210):

e Qutb-ud-din Aibak was the first ruler of the Mamluk Dynasty. He is known for
consolidating the Sultanate's power in North India.

e He began the construction of the Qutb Minar in Delhi, which remains an iconic monument
today.

3. IItutmish (1211-1236):

e [ltutmish succeeded Qutb-ud-din Aibak and played a crucial role in stabilizing and
expanding the empire.

e He is credited with establishing a formal administrative system, which included the
introduction of the "silver tanka" coin.

4. Balban (1266-1287):

e Ghiyas-ud-din Balban was a powerful ruler known for his strict and authoritarian rule.
e He strengthened the central authority and suppressed revolts.

5. Religious Policy:

e The Mamluk Dynasty rulers were primarily of Turkic and Afghan origin and followed
Sunni Islam.

e While they ruled as Muslims, the majority of the population in their territories remained
Hindu.

6. Challenges and Decline:

e The dynasty faced challenges, including Mongol invasions and internal strife.
e The Khilji dynasty succeeded the Mamluk Dynasty in 1290 AD.

7. Legacy:
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e The Mamluk Dynasty laid the foundation for subsequent Islamic dynasties in North India,
including the Khaljis, Tughlags, Sayyids, and Lodis.

e It marked the beginning of a period of Islamic rule that continued for several centuries in
the Indian subcontinent.

8. Architecture:

e The Mamluk Dynasty contributed to the development of Islamic architecture in India. The
Qutb Minar, constructed during their rule, is a prime example.

The Mamluk Dynasty's establishment in Delhi marked the onset of Islamic rule in the region and
laid the groundwork for the subsequent Delhi Sultanates. It played a crucial role in shaping the
political and cultural landscape of North India during the medieval period.
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