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King Harshavardhana

King Harsha, also known as Harshavardhana, was a prominent ruler of ancient

India who lived during the 7th century CE. He is an important figure in Indian

history and can be a significant topic for UPSC (Union Public Service Commission)

exams. Here are some key notes on King Harsha:

1. Early Life and Rise to Power:

● Harsha was born in 590 CE in Thanesar (present-day Haryana, India) into the

Pushyabhuti dynasty.

● He ascended to the throne of Thanesar and later extended his rule to other

regions.

2. Expansion of Empire:

● Harsha was a powerful monarch known for his military campaigns and

territorial expansion.

● He sought to unify northern India and established control over a significant

portion of the Indian subcontinent.

● His empire included regions in present-day northern and central India.

3. Patronage of Buddhism:

● Harsha was a devout Buddhist and played a crucial role in promoting

Buddhism during his rule.

● He convened the "Kannauj Assembly" (Kannauj Prashasti) in the early 7th

century, which attracted Buddhist scholars and monks from different parts of

the world.

● Xuanzang, the famous Chinese Buddhist monk, visited India during Harsha's

reign and recorded his experiences in "Xuanzang's Great Tang Records on the

Western Regions."

4. Administration and Governance:

● Harsha's administration was characterized by a centralized system with a

well-organized bureaucracy.
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● He was known for his accessibility to the common people and his concern for

their welfare.

● The administration included various officials, including village heads

(gramikas) and provincial governors (maharajas).

5. Religion and Tolerance:

● Although Harsha was a Buddhist, he promoted religious tolerance and

supported various religious traditions, including Hinduism.

● He granted land and resources to religious institutions, both Buddhist and

Hindu.

6. Literature and Culture:

● Harsha himself was a scholar and poet and authored three Sanskrit plays:

"Nagananda," "Ratnavali," and "Priyadarsika."

● His court was a center of learning and culture, attracting scholars, poets, and

artists.

7. Decline and Succession:

● Harsha's empire faced challenges after his death in 647 CE.

● The absence of a strong successor led to the gradual decline of his empire,

which fragmented into smaller regional kingdoms.

8. Legacy:

● King Harsha is remembered as a prominent ruler who contributed to the

cultural, religious, and literary developments of his time.

● He left behind a legacy of religious tolerance and patronage of the arts and

scholarship.
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