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The Indian Independence Act of 1947, also known as the Mountbatten Plan, was a piece of
legislation enacted by the British Parliament to grant independence to India and Pakistan,
marking the end of British colonial rule on the Indian subcontinent. The Act was passed
on July 18, 1947, and came into effect on August 15, 1947. Here are the key provisions and
implications of the Indian Independence Act:

1. Partition of India: The Act called for the partition of British India into two separate
and independent dominions, India and Pakistan. This division was primarily based on
religious lines, with India becoming a predominantly Hindu-majority nation and Pakistan
being created as a predominantly Muslim-majority state.

2. End of British Rule: The Act marked the formal end of British colonial rule in India.
It recognized the right of Indians to determine their political future and govern
themselves.

3. Powers of the Governor-General: The Act retained the office of the
Governor-General for each dominion, who would represent the British Crown. Lord Louis
Mountbatten was appointed as the last Viceroy of India and the first Governor-General of
the newly independent India.

4. Constituent Assemblies: The Act provided for the formation of separate Constituent
Assemblies for India and Pakistan, which would draft their respective constitutions. The
Indian Constituent Assembly was tasked with framing the Constitution of India.

5. Partition of Provinces: The Act allowed for the partition of provinces based on
communal lines. Provinces with a significant Muslim population were allocated to
Pakistan, while the rest remained part of India.

6. Princely States: The Act granted the princely states the option to join either India or
Pakistan or to remain independent. The rulers of these states were given the choice to
decide the future of their territories.

7. The Radcliffe Line: The Act appointed Sir Cyril Radcliffe to demarcate the
boundaries between India and Pakistan. The Radcliffe Line determined the borders
between the two dominions, a process that led to mass migrations and communal
violence.

LearningM antrac.Com


https://www.facebook.com/learningmantrasofficial
https://t.me/LearningMantras

Follow us on Facebook L earn ;th antrac.Com Join us on Telegram

8. British Withdrawal: The Act set a date for the withdrawal of British troops and
authorities from India. By August 15, 1947, all British officials and military personnel had
left the Indian subcontinent.

9. Transfer of Powers: The Act specified the transfer of legislative, executive, and
financial powers from the British authorities to the new governments of India and
Pakistan.

10. Religious Minorities: The Act included provisions for the protection of the rights of
religious minorities in both dominions. However, the subsequent communal violence and
migration resulted in significant hardships for many communities.

11. Communal Violence: The partition of India and the hasty and often poorly
executed division of assets, populations, and territories led to widespread communal
violence, mass migrations, and suffering.

The Indian Independence Act of 1947 effectively marked the end of British colonial rule in
India and the birth of two independent nations, India and Pakistan. While it paved the
way for independence, it was accompanied by the challenges of partition and its tragic
consequences, including violence and the displacement of millions of people.
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