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1. Origin and Establishment:

e The Gupta Empire was founded by Sri Gupta around the 4th century CE.
e Chandragupta I, one of the prominent Gupta rulers, expanded the empire's
territory.

2. Golden Age of India:

e The Gupta period is often referred to as the "Golden Age of India" due to its
remarkable achievements in various fields.

3. Political Achievements:

e The Gupta Empire was known for its stable and efficient administration.

e The Gupta rulers followed a hereditary monarchy system.

e The most famous Gupta emperor was Chandragupta II, also known as
Chandragupta Vikramaditya.

4. Art and Culture:

e Gupta art and culture reached its zenith during this period.

e The Ajanta and Ellora caves, with their stunning frescoes and sculptures, were
created during the Gupta era.

e Gupta architecture featured beautifully designed temples, with the
Dashavatara Temple at Deogarh being a notable example.

5. Literature:

e Sanskrit literature flourished during the Gupta era.

e Kalidasa, the renowned playwright and poet, lived and composed many of his
works during this time. His famous works include "Shakuntala" and
"Raghuvamsha."

6. Science and Mathematics:

e The Gupta Empire made significant contributions to science and mathematics.
e Aryabhata, an esteemed mathematician and astronomer, wrote the
"Aryabhatiya," a foundational work in Indian mathematics.
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e Varahamihira, another prominent scholar, authored the "Brihat-Samhita," a
comprehensive text on various subjects.

7. Religion and Philosophy:

e The Gupta rulers were patrons of Hinduism, but they also promoted religious
tolerance.

e The Nalanda University, a famous center of Buddhist learning, received
support during this period.

8. Trade and Economy:

e Gupta India had a thriving economy, supported by trade with Southeast Asia,
the Mediterranean, and China.

e The Gupta coinage system was well-developed and featured various types of
coins.

9. Decline:

e The Gupta Empire began to decline in the late 5th century CE due to a
combination of internal and external factors.

e Invasion by the Huna (White Hun) tribes from Central Asia contributed to the
empire's fragmentation.

10. Legacy:

e The Gupta Empire left a lasting legacy in Indian history, with its cultural,
artistic, and scientific achievements influencing subsequent generations.

e [t provided a foundation for classical Indian civilization and contributed to the
development of Indian art, mathematics, and literature.
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