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The Government of India Act of 1935 was a significant piece of legislation that had a substantial
impact on the constitutional and administrative framework of British India. It was one of the
major constitutional reforms introduced by the British government during its colonial rule in
India. Here are the key features and consequences of the Government of India Act of 1935:

Key Features:

1.

Federal System: The act introduced a federal system for British India, with a division of
powers and responsibilities between the central government and the provincial
governments. India was to be divided into provinces and princely states, each having its
government.

. Bicameral Legislature: The act established a bicameral federal legislature, consisting of

the Federal Assembly (lower house) and the Council of States (upper house). Members of
the Federal Assembly were to be elected by the people, while members of the Council of
States were to be chosen by the provincial legislatures.

. Dyarchy Replaced: The principle of dyarchy, which had been introduced earlier, was

replaced with provincial autonomy. Provincial governments gained more power and
control over subjects that were previously under dual control.

. Separate Electorates: The act retained the provision for separate electorates for

different communities, which had been a source of communal tensions.
Governor-General: The act established a new position, the Governor-General of India,
who had more powers and responsibilities than the previous viceroys. The
Governor-General was to act on the advice of the newly created Executive Council of the
Governor-General, which included both British and Indian members.

. Reserved Subjects: Certain subjects, such as defense and foreign affairs, remained

under the control of the central government, which was largely British-dominated.
Financial Autonomy: Provincial governments were given control over their finances,
allowing them to raise revenue, manage expenditures, and control their economies.

Consequences and Impact:

1.

Incomplete Implementation: The Government of India Act of 1935 was never fully
implemented because of various political, administrative, and constitutional challenges.
World War II also disrupted its implementation.

. Communal Issues: The act's provisions for separate electorates and reserved seats for

minorities continued to exacerbate communal tensions between different religious and
social groups.

. Path to Independence: Despite its shortcomings and incomplete implementation, the

act was a significant step toward India's eventual independence. It laid the foundation for
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the later Government of India Act of 1947, which paved the way for India's partition and
independence.

4. Preparation for Self-Governance: The act introduced several features that were
incorporated into the Indian Constitution after independence, including federalism,
bicameral legislatures, and the structure of government.

5. Provincial Autonomy: The act increased the powers of provincial governments,
allowing them to handle local issues more effectively.

6. Contemporary Significance: While the act is no longer in effect, it remains a
significant historical document, marking an important stage in India's journey from
colonial rule to independence.

The Government of India Act of 1935 was a complex piece of legislation that attempted to address
the demands for constitutional reform and self-governance in India. While it was not fully
realized due to various factors, it played a role in shaping the constitutional and political
developments that eventually led to India's independence in 1947.
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