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The Chalukya Dynasty was a prominent Indian dynasty that ruled over various parts of southern

and central India during different periods of its history. The Chalukyas were known for their

contributions to Indian art, architecture, and culture. Here are key points about the Chalukya

Dynasty:

1. Origin:

● The Chalukya Dynasty had multiple branches that ruled different regions of India at

various times. The two most famous branches were the Western Chalukyas and the Eastern

Chalukyas.

● The Western Chalukyas, also known as the Chalukyas of Badami, ruled in the Deccan

region, with their capital at Badami (in present-day Karnataka).

● The Eastern Chalukyas, also known as the Chalukyas of Vengi, ruled in the eastern coastal

areas of India, with their capital at Vengi (in present-day Andhra Pradesh).

2. Western Chalukyas:

● The Western Chalukyas, founded by Pulakeshin I, rose to prominence in the 6th century

CE.

● Their rule is often associated with the construction of cave temples, especially at Badami,

Aihole, and Pattadakal, showcasing early Chalukyan architecture.

● The dynasty reached its zenith under Pulakeshin II, who successfully resisted the advances

of the Pallavas and the Rashtrakutas.

3. Eastern Chalukyas:

● The Eastern Chalukyas, founded by Chalukya Bhima, ruled in the eastern coastal region of

India from the 7th to the 12th century CE.

● They were known for their patronage of art and culture, including the construction of

temples, notably the Draksharama temple.

● The dynasty had periods of rivalry and alliance with other powerful South Indian dynasties

like the Cholas and the Chalukyas of Kalyani.

4. Architecture:

● The Chalukyas made significant contributions to Indian temple architecture, particularly

in the Deccan.

● Their temples often feature unique styles, intricate carvings, and innovative

experimentation in design.
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5. Religion:

● The Chalukyas were patrons of both Hinduism and Jainism. They built temples and

monasteries for both religious communities.

6. Decline:

● Both the Western and Eastern Chalukya dynasties faced challenges from rival dynasties,

including the Rashtrakutas and the Cholas.

● The Western Chalukyas fell to the Rashtrakutas, while the Eastern Chalukyas faced

intermittent periods of decline and revival.

7. Legacy:

● The Chalukya Dynasty is remembered for its contributions to art, architecture, and culture

in South India.

● Their architectural style, especially the Chalukyan style of temple construction, continued

to influence later dynasties.
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